w«:lking on

so?llr'fg Holy Spirit— The Gifts!

Much has been said about the gifts of the Holy Spirt ogcent years. Some have declared that unless yewhéticular gifs you
may not be a proper Christian. Others have compledgdgted the gifts saying that they died out in the Gesitury clurch. Yet
scripture and Church history point to a continuatiorhef®ifts of the Spirit and actively challenge us tordeie Gifts. Paul in 1
Corinthians 14 v 1 says this “ Pursue love and desiré@pigifts, especially that you may prophesyre€k word for desire here is
zeloo which means be zealous $adio burn with desire- to pursue ardenthy to desire eagerly antensely (the Spiritual gifts!)

Discuss (In group / or small groups)

Q1)Have you seen any of the Spiritual gifts at wethow did it make you feel?
Q2)Wha do you think the Gifts of the Holy Spirit might be for

Q3)Why do you think there is so much controversy oveuwjifte in clurches today?

Fact 1- Gifts of the Holy Spirit are not owned by the indivitlaad areNOT any sign of Spiritual maturity.!
Scripture maked ibsolutely clear that we must not be impressed Witlirtdividual who moves in the gifts of the Spirit. Wagn
not presumehtat because God uses them on that occasion that isrites they are mature in faith. Jesus Himself miaclear
that the gifs arenot even a sign of salvation let alone maturity, so we nedaktoareful how we discern someone’s maturity in
Christ. Also it has to be said that the gifts of the Spiritgiven for the moment when God wants to do somethings lttee one
that releases the grace, power, authority, wisdomgdt,an the moment. So in no sense do we own a gittse it as we wastit is
to be used and manifested under the direction of God. ®atfhv 21— 23

Fact 2- A gift of the Holy Spirit is a divine empowerment specific task or purpose in line with His Will
When we begind look at Scripture closely we see that the gifts arergto glorify Jesus and continue His ministry herearth
today. As ve encounter different situations where God wants t&wde releases divine grace into that situation by-blg Spirit
thus eleasing the spiritual dimension of what is needed. ®beword for gift or the spirit isCharisma” this is where we get
“Charismata” from which in English we get Charismatidhe root word’Charisma” actual tells us what the gifts are all about for
it's meaning is “Divine Grace.” A gift of the Spiris ian action of divine grace where God gives us somethibg used in fie with
His will. This is all about God’'s empowerment for niigs John 10 v 24 32

Fact 3- The gifts are given to empower our works of service. .

One of the wonderful truths of being a Christian ig tBadhas established a plan and a calling for your lifes Thiling is a
manifestation of God's direct will for your life. Witththe Church, God has given each person a different gadlia responsibility
to do for Him and others. We have had this entduistto our hands and if we do not do it, it will not geheoTo empower us for
this function / this work of service, God dibuites His gifts as a provision to achieve that wiiehhas called us to. So as a
summary it would be fair to say, “ A spiritugift is spiritual empowerment, by His grace, to do Wil, in a particular area of work
or service in His church, for Hisarly. 1 Corinthians 12

Fact 4- The gifts should be used in thentext of love and humble service.

We see in the church in Corinth both some excitingasymé the gifts of the Spirit and senrmisuses. One of the issues that Paul
seems to want to deal with is a group of Christiarthénchurch who have seemingly beproud over the gifts God has given
them and begun to look down and judge those who do not hsielar experience. It is neoincidence that sandwiched between
two chapters on gifts we have the filling of 1 Corilatiis 13 which is all about love beiagthe centre of a Christian’s life and
ministry. God does not just call us to powerful servicélis name, but loving, humbgervice in His name. The gifts are there to
unite and encourage us in regard to the activity and btgs§iGod not to be uses
some measuring stick of someone's acceptance in tde L &orinthians 13

Fact 5~ Fan the gift of God in your life, into flames.

Whatever we may feel about the gifts, God is stikasing the giften His church
today that they may share in the ministry of Jesukstauly bring glory to God. We
are challenged by Scripturetranly to desire Spiritual Gifts but to fan those gifts
into flame that as we burn brightly not only with gaesor Jesus, nanly with the
brightness of Holy lives, but also with power fillednistries we might bear much
fruit for Jesus, showing oullges to be HIS disciples. 2 Timothy 1 w&




