w«:lking on

so?llr'fg God: Three in one!!

One of the great mysteries of the Christian faitthésreality that God is revealed in Scripture as bothand three. Chrians

believe that God is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Sphigs@ are not separate entities, differentksief God, or
three Gods, but this is who the one true God is. $mples breakdown of this idea is to say it this way. b3 three persons. 2)

Each person is fully God. 3) There is One God! Althougferint pictures or illustrations can be usethtke this idea simpler, it is
still a difficult reality to understand. With the ideapgfrsonhood and individuality that weviean our culture today, the idea of three
in one—one in three, is a concept not compatible with owldveew. However thisruth is one of those deep mysteries that Scripture
teaches and therefore should be accepted by faith, bpeadhe revealeduth of the Word of God.

Discuss (In group / or small groups)

Q1) If God is a greater Being then ourselves, whose wag$i0t our ways what do you think this tells us akGnd ?
Q2)How do you think we can move to a place of securityherthings we don’t understand about our faith?
Q3)There is a real mystery about the reality of God, ddnyou think many feel uncomfortable with mystery?

Fact 1- Both the Old and the New Testament teach there isYOdhe God.

In both the Old and New Testaments, God is revealddiaderstood as being one. There is no other God exce@othef
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He is the creator andsaistall things, He reigns over all and in Him all thingdchtmgether. To
worship any other thing, even if you call it god, isMorship that which is created. This is seen as idoskiprand this is an
abomination to God. In the New Testament we seetlieagarly Christians believed in the threeness of &@atlyet declare that
their understanding is of one God, the God of theslesgériptures, revealed as One. Deuteronomy-6Mdaiah 45v 57, 1
Timothy 2 v 56, James 2 v 19

Fact 2- Both the Old Testament and New teach that therglarality in God.

Right from he beginning of the Old Testament, God reveals Hinasetf complex Being that is in plural form. Genesis 1 v 26
declares that hen making man, God said, “ Let US make man in OUR owage. Some people have tried to say that God is just
using the idea of eoyal “we”, However in the Hebrew there is no seoncept as this. Although there is no number given aftwh
this US means, is clear that the One True God declares a pluralitytalbbo He is. This is followed through in various verises
the Old Tesament and is more fully developed in the New. Fromitimbeginning was the Word and the Word was with God and
the Word was @d.."” - to the baptism of Jesus. From Jesus, teaching on gothg Father and sending the Holy Spirtb the
commission were He says baptise in the name of the Father ar8latneand the Holy Spirit, God is revealed as 3 persaasesis
1v26,Ch3v22, Ch1lv4, Isaiah 6 v 8, Psalm 110 v 1 (David has an understanditige pfurality in the One True God.)
John 1 v 1- 18, Matthew 3 v 1317, Matthew 28 v 18 20, 1 Corinthians 2 v1€2 16, 2 Corinthians 13 v 14, Ephesians 4-641
Peter 1v 2, Jude 2@-21

Fact 3- The persons dhe trinity eternally existed as Father, Son and Fgit.

Because Scripture declares that God is an unchanging Gegevwiat the persons of the trinity have, are and alwalydaithat
which they reveal themselves as. Therefore God dtieeF has lavays eternally existed as God the Father, both ielagion and
function. God the Son has always eternally existedagstiieSon and is revealed in that function and God the HolsitSpidefined
in the same way. Therefore the Father never bectme&on or takes on the role of the Son in regard to hitynate is always the
Father and relates to humanity in regard to thetfon that He has. What we see here is that wilelgne Grudem says,

“ Therefore the different functions that we see ththE, Son and Holy Spirit performing are simply outworkingsofeternal
relationship between the three persons. One thadlhags existed and will always exist for eternity. God hiaggs existed as
three distinct persons; Father , Son and Holy Spitiesg distinctions are essential to the very natu@odfHimself and they could
not be otherwise”

Fact 4- Mysteries taught by the Word need to be accepted by fait
There are many truths that are taught by the Word dftGat we do not fully
understand. This is a result of the fact that limitedrtal beings are trying to grasp
hold of an All poweful, All knowing, All present and eternally existing Goddan
creator, who is beyond our minds and understanding.usisj sinple fact that
there are many things that we will not understand aBodtand His ways. In times
like this we need to be humblecognise what a mighty God we have, and accept [
faith what is taught to us in the Word of God. We acteptidea of the inity
because it is taught in scripture, ( although the wordtyrig not found in
Scripture.) We believe it through faith laeise it is how God has, is and will reveal
Himself to humanity. Yes we must wrestle to understéniali in doing so, we must
humbly accept that some mysteries of God are beyonfililbunderstanding.
Hebrews 11 v 1, 1 Corinthians 13 v 12, Isaiah 5508

“ As soon as Jesug was baptised,
He came up out of the water. The
heavens opened, and Hansthe Spirit of
God descending likg a dove and lighting
on Him. And a voice from heaven said,
“This is My Son, wiiom | love; ith Him

| am well pleased.” Matt 3 v 1617




