Walking on

so?l';fg What is the Church?

For many people the idea of church is about a buildingthiegtpass by each day on the way to work. For oihe&gs manmade
institution that represents more about man’s will tiaal’s. However Scripture makes it clear that the ckatch of Jesus Qist has
been brought into being by God Himself. The teachinGaaf's Word declares that the church is a living, breatlorganism that is
under the authority of God, to discharge the ministidesus Himself. All those who belong to Christ belanglis Church.

Discuss (In group / or small groups)

Q1)What do you like / dislike about being part of a church ?

Q2)Why do you think Jesuzquires that we belong to His chu?ch

Q3) What do you think the church should really be about intbid today ?

Fact 1- The church is made up of the “Called Out” people of God.

Both in the Old Testament and the New we see tlisi3bd’sdesire to set apart for Himself a people who will tiedjong to Him.
He is the one who reveals Himself to people and dzéim out of the world to be part of His Kingdom people. &h@=ople have a
special relationship with God, based upon a covetetitGod Himself has established. They are His peopés; ¢lis commands,
worship Him and fulfil His purposes here on earth.résponse to this, God promises to bless His peopleeardlrHimself to
them. In the Old Testament these called out people prmarily limited to the people of Israel. Now througfth in Christ and
the New Covenant He has established, all people thevopportunity to come into a living relationship wi¢lod and become part
of His church. Scripture on a humber of occasideclares that we are a holy nation, a people who geto@od. The church is
defined as the invisible church of Christ ( Thud®’'s names are written in the Lamb’s book of lifer)d the visible church, (all
those who attend the gathering of the Sairiiske 10v 18- 20, Matthew 13 v 24 30, Romans 8v 2830, Hebrews 12 v 22 24

Fact 2- Jesus establishes and builds His church

One of the important truths that is taught us in thiebgthat the church has been established by Cleistiilt upon Hin and is
built by and for Him. Far from being an institution mageby man, Jesus by His Holy Spirit is directing theiedfd the church
and is releasing His power upon it. On the day of Pestes® see how the church bursts into life by the gidfithe Holy Spirit
that the church might bear a powerful witness to Chfise church has been established as a missionalyuhder the direction
of the Holy Spirit. Jesus made it clear that on Hisiatity the church would be established and it wo@esétablished to discharge
His ministry in the world today as it bears witnes$itm. Matthew 16 v 18- 19, Mark 16 v 15- 20

Point 3— The Church is the dwelling place of God.
It is clear within the teaching of the Bible thhetcomplete fullness @od cannot be contained by anything. He sustains,dadn
is beyond all that He has created. However one aftipertant trulas throughout Scripture is the idea that the One, Tniegli

God is the one who dwells in the midst of His peoplehBo thelife of individual Christians and in the life of theuwrch, we are
told God inhabits His people and is knitting them togeititer a spiritual dwelling / a spiritual temple. The preseaicGod reveals
to us something of His nature, His power, His Id¥is, grace and His glory. We are called “Living Stonéginhg built upon the
cornerstone of Christ, making us into the Spirithaelling of Almighty God. The real church of Jesus Ghasot the external
building of bricks and mortar that we meet int is.the gathered assembly of God’s Saints indweltibySgirit. 1 Peter 2 v 4 10
Point 4- Different Images that are used3aripture to represent the Church

A Body—On a number of occasions Scripture portrays the churtheabody of Christ. Throlagbaptism we become part of this
body and by the Spirit are given a different functioalling to fulfil. Christ is seen as éhhead of the body who directs the affairs
of His people / of His body.. We are the different paftthe body, all working gether , in the function we have been given, to
fulfil the purposes and will of Christ, the living heaBomans 12 v 48, 1Corinthians 12 v 12 27

A family— As we have looked at before when we become a Chritéaare spiritually Born Again. Thigisitual birth is
something that all true believers go through. This N@thBesults in us becoming adopted children of Gadl @sheirs with

Christ to the Kingdom of God. It also means that iergsense we become brothers
and sisters with all those who belong to GhriNe are given the command that we
must love one another, build each other up and watclooeath other regarding sin.
Thelove and forgiveness that we have received from Godre/eompelled to
manifest to each other. Galatians 3 v26h4 v 7, 1 Jon 3v 1-3, 1 John 4 v # 21
The Bride of Christ- The importance of Christ's relationship with the cliurc
cannot be overenmasised. Scripture declares that Jesus loves His chocth uses
the language of intimacy, regarding Christ as the bridegad the church being
His bride. There will come a day when the bride wélldvesented to Christ and
therefore it is challengkto keep itself holy, uncompromised and without blemish.
Ephesians 5 v 2627
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