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you were baptised on that profession of faith. Alldyars in the New Testament church were baptisedoAgth baptism existk
before Christ- He is the one who has given baptism to the churdhitdras been carried out in the church of Jesus Clori2000
years. It is important for us to understand that bapigsnot a optional extra of faith, but it is an acbbédienceo Christ Himself,
who calls His followers to be baptised. This actlmdience is not about how you feel, but about are ginggo be obedient or not.

Baptism & Church Membership

Once you have given your life to Jesus, the next stégitbfis to be baptised. In the New
Testament, bajgm was part of the conversion experience. In facetlgence of the early church
makes it clear that there was no such tlde@n unbaptised believer. When you professed faith,

Discuss (In group / or small groups)

Q1) Why should Christians be baptised?

Q2)Why do you think some Christians don'‘t geptised / or are put G#f
Q3) What do you think can happen when someone is baptised ?

Point 1- There is only one baptism found in The New TestaméBeliever's Baptism!”.

The whole witness of the New Testaminone of an individual, being personally responsibleotoe into a relationship with God,
through Christ. As a result of thithe New Testament is full of examples of adults beirgjided, but none of babies. Infant
Baptism is NOT found in the New Tashent. There are a number of occasions where fanaitie mentioned in regard to being
baptised, but there is no evidence tth&ré were babies or young infants present.

Believers Baptism is the concept that someone hiaawe come to the age where tloay both repent of their sin and claim Jesus
for their own, through personal faith and professiosugenade it clear that weere to, “Go into all the world and preach the Good
News. THOSE WHO BELIEVE baptise them in the name of the Father, Son anyl $fuiit. As someone once said, “God has no
grandchildren.” You cannot inherit salvation throughfdith of your parents. Giwg your life to Jesus has to be a personal act of
the individual. Therefore Baptism has to be done on gsiwia of an individulzs personal faith. The practice of the early church
was baptism by full / total immersion and this wasgtendard practice @he church right up to the middle ages. Mark 16 w16

Point 2- Both in example and teaching, Jesus calls us to besedpti

One of the truths we read about Jesus is that He lipedfact human life and therefore in every sense dicheed to be bdised.
John’s baptism was a baptism for repentance cf siowever Jesus lived a completely sinless life. YeseeJesus sulitsi Himself
to be baptised. The reason why Jesus did this was tisspeople an example to follow, for just as He wasibedytHe calls us to
be baptised to. Secondly, many people believe that desubaptised to identity Himself with humanity arglsin. For Jesus came
to save humanity and destroy the root and curse ofAlisngside of this physical example Jesus gavectmmand to His disciples
that as they bare witness to Him and people camaéthotfeey were to baptise them. John 14 v 21 rsdikelear that if we truly love
Jesus we will obey what He commands us to do. Baptisrotia suggestion, or a requedt is a command given by Jesus Himself.
There is a real sense that Jesus wants His peoplelidyeabknowledge Him and declare tithey are not ashamed of the Gospel.
In fact the promise is, that if we acknowledge Jesusréehan- He will acknowledge useéfore His Father in Matthew10 v 3242,

Point 3— What baptism means and CAN ®aptism is a dramatic way that we declare eneness with Jesus. It is a public
commitment to repent of our sins, leave our old lifieibe and follow Jesus and His examfde eternity. The act of baptism has the
power to more fully unite us with Christ both in His tteand resurrection. Throughe: processes of faith exerted, the blessing of
God for obedience to Christ's command and the workesHbly Spirit, baptism e¢abe a place of powerful cleansing, affirming and
empowering. Read Romans 6 v 11. As we go under the water there is a rease of being united in Christ's death. This means
for us, a dying to our old life, a washing away of faiyrain, weaknessesmd hurts. As we come up out of the water, there isasese
of being united in the resurrection of Jesus and an enmppayvef the individual’s life. If real faith is present, many iesk that

there can also be a more powerful filling of the HBpjrit.

Point 4- Through baptism we are initiated into His Church

Time and time again we are told that through baptismrev@iaited and become part
of the body of Christ. This body is definest us in 1 Corinthians 12 as being the
church of Jesus Christ. When we talk about the churetarertalking about all those
who are born again, spirit filled and have their namest@wniin the Lambs book of
life. Although there are many different Chréasiidenominations out there, Baptism
unites you with all the true Christians in those demations for there is only ONE
churchof Christ. In the New Testament believers were BQifiited to the universal
church of Christ through conversion and baptism ystdbelonged to local
expressions of that body of Christ. We see that dve\postles recognise the
authority and oversight ahese local expressions of Christ’s body, as in tletiers
they commend people to these fellowships, seek finahelpl am look to introduce
their own ministries to these local fellowships. eféis a real sense that we are called
to make a covenarcommitment to a local body of believers, coming urttler

authority of the local church and discharging both ouingge andgifts to move

forward the withess and ministry of that fellowshigr, the Kingdom of God. For

some churches this local coveniséxpressed through formal agreement /
membership of the local church. Acts 2 v-381




