THEME: CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
Bible Study 10 :Answered Prayer — A Heart of compason.
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IN HIS HANDS

INTRODUCTION When we seriously look at prayer we see that reakpriaymore then just form or duty. What we discovehé
authentic prayer is a process by which the Holy Sgliréinges and informs our hearts and minds with the thoaghdtseart of God.
As we seek the Lord in prayer we find that the Holy idives indeed do heart surgery on us releasing a deep dquathgrwith the
heart of God and releases deep prayer that is founde@ aoripassion that the LORD has for the person csithation. When this
release of godly compassion is released within regubatiyn the heart of the prayer we see the prayerstramds good intention and
guess work and becomes heart felt intercession thddg lesadown the pathway of answered prayer.

DISCUSS —How sensitive do you think the average Christian ihécheart of God?
What do you think can stop or undeenour heart growing in this compassion and sensifivity
How do you think we can activelg\grand cultivate?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS — Psalm 103v2-5,13 Psalm 116 v5 -6, Psalm 145 v 8 — 9, 2 Gorinthv 3 — 5, Isaiah 49 v 13,
Isaiah 51 v 11 — 12, Isaiah 66 v 13, Psalm 119 v 156

TEACHING SLOT — The Lord has compassion for His people.

When we look at the nature of our Father in heavesegehat His actions towards His creation and towdislpeople is full of
compassion, mercy and justice. It needs to be underdtabévery action is governed by a motive and a déBis.is no different
with the Lord God. As we read scripture we see time emnel &gain that His loving action towards His peoplédal, restore,
forgive, correct, provide for are governed by His gresstrhof persevering compassion. This is important twhen we come to the
area of prayer because it shows us that God does notdeeikéons just based upon cold detached observation,thatlpdas love,
compassion, faithfulness and mercy governing His astiord His responses to the cry of His people’s hdark are to learn to
pray in line with His will then we need to understand heart and allow these heart responses to beconhearirresponses.

DISCUSS —If you had to describe the nature of Jesus from ttdeeee of the New Testament how would you describe Him?
How do you think this knowledge sholilde our actions and prayer lives as Christians?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS — Matthew 9 v 35 — 36, v 14, Matthew 15 v 29 — 39, Matthew 20 v 29 — 3&k Ma 40 — 42,
andes 5v 11

TEACHING SLOT — Jesus demonstrated this compassion in His ministry

It comes as no surprise that when you look at thetifi ministry of Jesus, that as God incarnate, He sttmvsame mercy and
compassion to the downcast, the widow, the sinnertamditk. Jesus ministry shows the Father’s hearttioraas time and time
again He was stirred with compassion for the losk aitd outcast. This compassion was not just a deep feslargpathy but a
force which stirred Jesus to dynamic action as He nelggbto the needs around Him and declared the heart akehtidom of God
by miracles that met the needs of all around Him. Asféllowers and disciples we are called not just tbtfee same compassion as
Jesus, but to allow that same compassion to stir asotion to continue His ministry today here on eaftiat compassion is meant
to stir us into heart felt prayer in the knowledge thatesus we have one who not only sympathises withveakness, but cares
enough to work on our behalf. Jesus is ALIVE and He loastanged. He IS the same yesterday, today and fo&eeted at the
right hand of God He makes intercession for His peopdlevancan be assured that as we grow in His nature, thidisgbpirit, both
compassion, action and power will be released in ogs lig reveal the Father’s heart today.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS — Ephesians 4 v 32, Colossians 3v 12 — 14, 1 Peter 3v 8 -9, 2Htamm1l v3 -5

TEACHING SLOT — At the core of true Christian Service and Prayerctirapassion of Jesus should be both the motivating force
and the dynaeMpression.
Here is the wonderful truth of the Christian heart thathe Holy Spirit the Lord creates His heart, afitions, His purposes in the
lives of His people. We need to understand that real dignarayer and ministry comes as we grow in the compagbiat God has
for the world, people and situations. This is importaudaise real Christians should have a great sympatheapahisiveness to the
plans, will and purposes of God. As we understand theyeélidis Kingdom reign and purposes we are led into a pasiti our
hearts and desires where we want what God wants émdlypray into existence the revealed will and purpa$é€sod over a
person’s life. It has often been said that if you déké& a person you should pray for them. The reasorhferi¢ that as you
approach the Lord to share with Him, He mellows yowarhand shows you His heart, His . You begin to seéliffieulties and
challenges in that person’s heart and you find yoursalfipg for them in the Love and compassion of God. Bealvered prayer is
a journey of discovering not only the will of God bué theart of God for His creation. This leads us inpteae before the Lord
where His compassion, love and mercy are creatednadtlni lives and understanding. Answered prayer does indeedeha
situations BUT it also changes us.



