THEME: CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
Bible Study 3: Answered Prayer — “The Lord's genergity ”
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IN HIS HAMNDS
INTRODUCTION  For many Christians in this country today thereraieed feelings about prayer and how the Lord answers
prayers. Often the experience of many has beenaHittand miss with many requests of the heart beiegisgly left unanswered.
This can and often does lead to a double mindedness ierpvagre we are not confident that what we have sahghtord for He
will answer. Often our view can be one of whereastk for very little because we do not feel that thisnature of God to show us
generosity.

QUOTE :- “Often | have seen how cruel Christians can be émtbelves. How cruel a man would be to himself if hevsd himself
to death in the midst of plenty, of which he might liygeartake. Now, what excuse can a Christian havellftisadoubts, fears,
darknesses and perplexities, and how cruel he is to himiself such marvellous provision is made to set thes@Gni free from all
such unhappy experiences. Do we live under such circumstamakget have a life of complaining? And is it a EHwGod's house
that His children almost starve? Is it a rule of Gdsise that His children should not have grace enougth tieedm above
perplexities and unbelief? Does God starve His childreteash?”

DISCUSS -Do you think God answers prayers if so why?
What do you think the outcome imgdom terms would be if Holy Spirit inspired answered prageame the reality of
God's people?
With so many promises in thdé#bout God’s faithfulness to His children in provisiamy do you think we struggle
to live by faith?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS about our relationship with the Lo rd — Ephesians 1 verses 3 — 6, Ephesians 2 verses 19 — 22, 1 Pel
v —10, Romans 8 v 14 — 17, Galatians 4 v3 — 7, 1 Corinthiamn®72Colossians 3v 1 -4, 1 Corinthians3v 16 -17, Ch6v 19-
20, 2 Corinthians 6 v 16 — 18

DISCUSS —How do you think these passages concerning our identitifdsBbape our understand of God’s ways and actions
towards us in relation to answeyeayer?
TEACHING SLOT — We are both God’s children and His ambassadors.
When we think and reflect on the consistent revatabioGod and His actions towards us we see that thet d@es not change. In the
Old Testament we see that the Lord makes a coventntdsram that he and his descendants would be the pedopledcand would
testify to the whole world concerning the One True Gdtk deep, personal and rich relationship that they woaNeé with the Lord
would testify to who the Lord is and the Glory of Hisgn, His truth and His power. Through the Lord Jesus CiiwésLord has now
opened up for all people from every nation to come ireraonal relationship with Himself. Again the beautgt antimacy of this
relationship is to bear witness to the world thatigeshrist is the Lord and there is salvation in noe-@gse. The Lord has made us
His children, His body, His temple, His family withetlexpress purposes that as we live for Him and work His pespaut in this
world today..... He will show the world something of Hisd love, generosity, power and justice at work in thadavtoday. The
simple truth is that it is the Lord Himself who desitedless and make fruitful His people in His work andviercoming the World
so that the world might know the glory and power of Hisation. As His children and ambassadors of bothSdis and His Gospel
that Lord promises to provide all that we need to livée@éedom, live in fullness and live in the victoryGifirist. The Lord indeed is
good and He is faithful and He holds back no good thing flase who belong to Him and are faithful to Him. Feme His people
bear fruit in our lives, our actions and our ministsesbring glory and honour to His name.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS— Matthew 7 v 7 — 11, Psalm 81 v 8 — 10, Psalm 34 v 8 — 10, Psalm 18%v 1

TEACHING SLOT — Asking of the Lord

In Psalm 81 verse 10 that the Lord our God encourages pericoor mouths and allow Him to fill it. What is beiragdshere is that
the Lord knows the needs of His people. He know the giiHgs heart towards His children.... And as a loving arabigling

Father He is both interested and compassionate towegdeeeds that we have. God calls us to ask of Him tdresgs.... Not just to
open our mouths, but open them wide, fully, to completeaigphat He may fill us with good things from His kingd@nd His
Father’s heart of love. As Ephesians 3 verse 20 says ‘t®Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundaaltigve all that we
ask or think, according to the power at work in us.” Whateclared is that here is that if we open our heautslives, our churches
and our mouths wide in prayer and petition with faith arnrdexe@rance, the Lord WILL fill our needs. The reaswrttis is that the
Lord has great interest in His church, He has a gnéattest in our lives as His children. As a resulh@f He is able to make His
grace sufficient to enable us to do and be all thaqsired of us. So that we might honour and glorify His naivfeen God calls
His people He also equips His people. Jesus walked on thiisegal felt its keenest blow. Therefore we havewhe understands
our weaknesses and is willing to both provide and andweeprtayers of His people. Rather then a God who begrgilgeg His
people anything, we see that the LORD would give us atlwe need to overcome and be successful in Him. Tt éndeed
provision made for our needs but we need to approach ttoad lof Grace in confidence, faith and perseverance.

TEACHING SLOT — A Problem of unbelief.

The problem that we have in this country is one aéngtwe find ourselves unable or unwilling to expect tiebe any great or often
even small things from the Lord. We have grown up witlegpectation that other then in salvation termd.tird’s heart is small
towards His children and He is offended when we approachitdconfidence and faith.. THIS IS NOT SO for faitha real and
powerful core foundation of answered prayer. To reldasddith we need to go back to the word, examine tlaetloé God towards
His people and then respond in faith to what the Lordalevto us by His Spirit. There needs to be a traiofrigir minds and hearts
in the Word of God so that we will believe in the ed God which says...“ OPEN YOUR MOUTH WIDE, AND | \ML FILL IT.”



