THEME: CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
Bible Study 7 :Answered Prayer — “ Thy Kingdom Cone”

S1 3417 AW

IN HIS HAMNDS
INTRODUCTION When we come to the place of prayer we need to undergtat the Lord we pray to is the Lord of Lord’s and
King of Kings. Scripture declares that Jesus is King efingdom of God and that this Kingdom is at work in toeld/today.
When we come to the place of prayer we need to unddrgtan God IS working out His Kingdom purposes in this wastthy as He
establishes His Kingdom rule in the hearts and livggeople. Part of learning to pray effectively is to prajine with the Lord’s
Kingdom purposes and desire that His rule will be man#fedtextended here on earth as His will is done. JesuseHim Matthew
6 verse 10 taught His disciples to pray “ THY KINGDOM COMEgy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”

DISCUSS -What do you think the Kingdom of God is?

Why do you think Christians neegtay in line with Kingdom purposes?

How do you think we can discovensthing of what those Kingdom purposes are ?

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS— Psalm 47, Psalm 103 v 19 — 22, Matthew 4 v 17, Matthew 12 v 22 — 281eMe25 v 31 — 34
TEACHING SLOT — God's Kingdom and our response.

As God's people we need to understand that the bible dedlaat God as mighty Creator and Sustainer of altyghiim heaven and
on earth. But alongside of this general reign of God weoder that God also specifically reigns over His nawe people. This
includes both Israel and also those who have comeavenant relationship through personal faith in thesiéh Jesus. Through
this opening up of God’s Kingdom reign in the lives ofpebple from every nation under heaven through Jesus, Gddlfiked His
promise to Abram that all the nations and familiethefworld will be blessed through Him. (See Genesis 12-\8)

The reason that this is important to us in prayeecabse as God’s people we have committed ourselves @pdéeKingdom reign
come here on earth. By making Jesus Lord of our liveareigleclaring that we want His Kingdom purposes and ride folfilled
within our lives, churches and nation. THEREFORE wivercome to the place of prayer we are seeking to unddrstaat the Lord
wants to do in situations and pray in line with Hishaid purposes. We are not trying to twist God’s arm twligiat we want, rather
by the guidance of the Holy Spirit we are praying thaatwhill deepen and widen His kingdom here on earth wilhlagle manifest.
It is perfectly possible for us as people to find oursepraying against God'’s set Kingdom purposes and plans. Wtieteappens
whatever our faith levels we move into a place of gmamed prayer.

DISCUSS —-Do you think that most Christians understand that thés@an life is lived for God Kingdom purposes ?
How do you think we can learn to sapaour agenda from God's so that in pray and missiotiowehat the Lord wants?

TEACHING SLOT — Future but also present with us.

When we look at the Kingdom of God we need to understaaidhis Kingdom that we speak of is a spiritual kingdamour world
today God'’s personal reign is made manifest in the fieaud lives of His people. How much we enthrone Jedire aentre of our
lives and churches directs how much His reign is madeéfesaover us in a personal way. This spiritual kingdorthefpresent is
set up in our lives and His grace and laws are writtenaar hearts by the Holy Spirit. What is being deddrere is that the visible
Kingdom of God is arriving in successive stages or ingats. It is understand that these stages are 1) Thoel péiChrist’'s earthly
ministry. 2) the period from his exaltation to His retufthe time of the church) C) the period beyond Higrre Scripture declares
there will be a time in the future when all of creatiwill see the visible reign of the Jesus and eveegknill bow before Him. There
will be a time when Jesus will come again and gatheipkople to Himself ( Matthew 24 v 29 — 31, Philippians 3 v 20.—Zhgre
will be a time when God will in every sense make frisne amongst us and we will live with Him (Read Revata®l v 1 — 8) . At
this time all of creation will come visibly under tdemain of the Lord Jesus.

But for now the reign of God is manifested in the ligéslis people and He calls us to seek and work for Htigdkom purposes here
on earth. Prayer is one of those ways that we ustaithirto pray into existence the work, purposes and kingafd@od over
situations, people and circumstances. The prayer thatidgdom come,” is one that we are called to entarianour desires,
ambitions and passions. That we genuinely desire Hismd purpose, that we care for the advancement dKidigdom and that
we are willing to spend our lives in whatever missiefdfthe Lord chooses in praying His rule will influertbe hearts and minds of
all. In every sense we must agree and sympathise léthlans and purposes of God for His creation, for thmerggion and actively
seek to seem them come into reality. We do allisfltecause we love the Jesus the King of Kings and lfdrdrd. We do all of

this because His desires become our desires as wematHim in our hearts.

TEACHING SLOT — Where heart and intention meet there is answereeipray

At the heart of Kingdom praying is the real desire toydmif and lay all on the alter. What is meant by th that if we are truly
living under the Lordship of Christ we will make it outenest, our joy and our delight to put aside our own needisesk after the
things of the Kingdom. ( Matthew 16 v 24 — 28) This intentionot just manifested in praying, but in living and segvthe pur-
poses of God with joy and passion showing the Lord tleane prepared for Him to use our lives and resourcésigagreater good.
(Matthew 21 v 28 — 32) It may be that our lives are indeedrthterial that Jesus uses to answer the prayersiathr own lips and
on the lips of other saints. When the Lord seesithatir actions as well as in our intentions that veeputting His Kingdom
purposes first it is then that we move towards thesligsof answered prayer. (Matthew 6 v 33 —34) As Christia&r® is no room
for complacency for the Lord for integrity to be madanifiest in our heart and in our actions if He willdeend entrust us with the
blessing and anointing of answered prayer. In a reakserayer is about educating our hearts, minds and s$pitite purposes of
God and through the Holy Spirit our lives coming in liniehvHis direction and praying in line with his plan andgesses. As we do
this more and more we are lead by the Spirit into despetations of His will and purposes and this in tuforims our prayers.



