THEME: CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
Bible Study 9 :Answered Prayer — Travailing with the Lord.
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IN HIS HAMNDS
INTRODUCTION In most situations and activities of life we find tfifave want to grow and become more experienced in
something, then there is a need to persevere. Evitae ijprocesses of prayer we are taught as the peopleldb@ay hold of the
Lord and not let Him go until He has blessed us or aresiwgs. For many the reason why they do not break thrtouidie place of
answered prayer is that they give up before the profgsayer has been completed in them and through thenpt@er makes it
clear that the Lord uses the process of prayer to shafaith, to refine our character and to teach us teltance and patience in
Him.

DISCUSS -Do you think perseverance is an important part of aresverayer if so why?

What do you think we can do to siopselves from getting disheartened when it comes t@pthgt takes time to be

answered ?

How do you think perseverance tepe and deepen our character as a Christian for tiee Bet
TEACHING SLOT — CONDITIONS OF ANSWERED PRAYER.
The wonderful thing about the word of God is that we ddhaee to guess how to do things God's way. His wordasmgp unto our
feet, a light unto our path. In His word we see cleadi@ns of a heart and a mind that is placed in a pgikttion before the Lord
that His Spirit will lead the person praying into suctinmacy that the Lord’s d anointing will be on the praythat they pray. This is
a journey of openness, intimacy and submission taahe that empties our lives of self and opens our liggdis guidance, wisdom
and heart. There is a very real sense that the grofesal prayer changes the person and brings themandrmore in line with
the will of God, more and more sensitive to the prongptf His Holy Spirit.
DISCUSS —Do you think that most Christians understand thatpesfter will change them?

How do you think prayer has the capaz change the person who is interceding?

If real prayer means change ast] do you think that Christians will pray like thisA&reason for answer.)
(1) Keeping a clear Conscience +John 3 v 21 — 22, Psalm 66 v 18 — 20
When we look at keeping a clear conscience before @aarevtalking about both keeping short accounts with Hichl@arning to
walk and live in a way that is pleasing in His sightalneal sense when we become Christians and the3pafi lives in our hearts
we find that our conscience’s becomes more sensdiwhat is right and wrong in the eyes of God. If walatie our conscience by
omission sins (things that we should of do but didn’g@nmission sins (things we did do but shouldn’t) we firat the lose our
peace and conviction comes upon our hearts. If left wheldeand unrepentant we find ourselves justifying our sirdiolbiour and
becoming harder and harder in our sinning.
(2) Must be obedient to God- Proverb 28v 9, Psalm 1,
The Lord Jesus in Matthew 7 v 23 made it clear that thwselive lives of hearing but not obeying, seeing litdoing that they are
lawless people who have no place with Him or in Hisg¢éiom. Scripture declares that when we come to Jesusue sklf and
come alive to His will, His word and His purposes. Whatsee is that just as Jesus declared that His laveuhpose was to do the
will of the Father, so we as the followers of Jestesunder the obligation of love that is expressed ineaobedience to God’s will
and word. Jesus tells us if we do what He has commandde wil come and make His home in our hearts. Refusakglect of
obeying the Lord’s Word and will results in unanswered grajhis is because we have been saved to His purpaseks plan, that
we might declares His message of salvation in thisdtoday. As a result of this our passion, our sympatloydssire should be that
the will of God will be manifested in our lives andusitions.
(3) Abiding in Christ — John 15 v 7 — 8, Romans 12 v 1 -2, 1 Corinthians 2 v 10 — 16
Abiding in Christ is all about cultivating closeness amtémacy with Him. Jesus does not keep us at arms leBgithbids us to come
into the very throne room of the God to present oedado Him. He knocks at the door of our hearts thahlght come in and have
fellowship with Him and He with us. As we submit and l@ad by His Spirit and as we are open and responshis iword we see
that our minds are opened to the active wisdom and disegrnthat comes from God and this informs our prayesneed to
cultivate both being and abiding daily in Christ Jesus.lfRwe do not our minds become carnal and we ask csglfifhness and sin
rather then out of the perfect purposes of God. Abidinghrist is to live and walk in the Spirit — to dwell im@st and He in us. To
yield ourselves to Him in confidence embracing Him amghys in faith, submitting ourselves to Him and Higfgu will as we
walk in step with His Spirit.
(4) Passion for Him and His ways- Revelation 2v 4 -5
Prayer that prevails with the Lord is prayer that cofnem a passionate and surrendered heart to the Larslded His kingdom
work here on earth. It is prayer that has a strongeléminded in the heart to seek the Lord and hold ontofétithat certain
blessing He has promised to pour out. It is a willingf@s&od to do it His way and not our way that His glailf be seen. Again
this means a forsaking of the selfish desire and avatilig of a passionate and godly desire.
(5) We must have faith — Hebrews 11 v1 & 6
Faith in the Lord and in His integrity is one of thosal keys that unlocks a mighty work of the Lord. WiGled will not be
manipulated by strong faith, when it is in the contéx sincere and obedient heart the Lord does releaategmeorks on the
foundation of faith.
(6) You must pray in His name
When we come to prayer we do so in the name of the lesus Christ . We are given His name by Jesus Hitosgbproach the
throne of grace and because of His authority and workppeoach that throne in boldness and confidence aseahitdrthe living
God in full assurance of our salvation and our rightsiashildren. When we come through the name of JESU&we in His
power and His authority and seal our request in His néi&ersevere in Prayer Jacob wrestled with God until He got a blessing



