Censorship— What we should and
should not show!

Introduction — Since around the sixties there has been a seriousealétlihe morality and standards of what is shown on
the TV. What was once considered to be 18 certifichs fare now considered to be suitable to show to 12lgits

Greater violence, more explicit sex scenes, rude andsdifelanguage being common place in many films and tv
programs today. Even in Children’s programs there isarease in violence, witchcraft and negative moralitrayed

as modern and trendy. E.g. sex before marriage, homoselai@nships considered perfectly normal. Drug taking and
swearing as just part of youth culture. Even in the saduag was once considered to be “sinful,” behavioueensas just
the common experiences of life.

Discuss -Are you concerned / not concerned about what is nowrslas common place within the media?
What do you think should / should nothm@as through the media / television?
Do you think that there should be gneatoral censorship of what is put out through the m&iiz for and
against arguments for censorship?
How do we balance the right for freadaf speech / expression, against the possible needrfeoiship?

What is Censorship?

Censorship is the procedure whereby publications / progaaensxamined prior to release to the public, and chamrrged o
banned if they contravene certain legally defined gat&Vhere used wisely, censorship can establish boigsdafr
decency and acceptability within a community.

Alongside of censorship — many societies have used sifidaton system that at the point of distributioiegrto limit the
age of the person who can excess the particular media Eoren on mainstream television there is a 9.00pmrsietd.

Problems facing censorship! (Discuss these issues)

Over many years now there has been immense pressoustt back or abolish the controlling hand that govetret
should and should not be shown. :-

(1) A loss of respect for authority in favour of a readufs on personal freedom has resulted in a permissimvaysoc
(2) The development of a society that has no standard obses of issues of morality and decency and therefore
criteria for decision making on these issues.

(3) A nation that is losing its Christian heritage andéf@e many voices challenging the right of a “mingrib set

restrictions on those who do not believe / or beligomething diﬁerent.Read Attached Article.)

(4) The opening up of the world through the internet, satdhit freedom of movement. How do you control and regulat
what is accessed by people from any source acrossathet phto their own homes?

Some Bible passages to think throughPsalm 119 v 33 — 37, Psalm 101 v 2— 3 Proverbs 4 v 14 — 27, Proverles 22 v
Philippians 4 v 8

Discuss -Do you think we should expect a society that is losin@tsstian roots to live by the standards of
Christian morality? (give reasonsyiour answer)
How do you think Christians should resptmand deal with the slide of morality in the media,
At home? In the church? And in our society ?
Who do you think should be responsiblesétting what is decent and moral in our society todsyyortrayed in
the media and how do you think this cteldegulated?

Scripture makes it clear that what we take into oursdlvmugh the senses has an affect on our understandingjtyn
and behaviour. Many Christians believe that therebleas a significant slide in the morality of God'’s peagd we have
been bombarded by images and morality from the worldist b view. Over time this has caused a erosiohildfcal
standards and resulted in many Christians seeing thefootyehaviour and relationships being realisticallytiayed
through the media.

Jesus in the sermon on the mount, talked about gouging y@oueif it caused you to sin. (Matthew 5 v 27 — 30) What
he seems to be saying here is that the eye is thenggtto the heart and it's desires and if what weesms sinful lusts,
or a weakening in our moral standards then we needagdressive in cutting out of our lives that influence.

Even is society accepts certain moral standards in isheortrayed as entertainment, we as God's peopleadlegl to be
counter — cultural (without being weird) and are calledaeeha prophetic voice in our generation.

Discuss -How far would you go to cut out external sinful influenaegaur life? The life of your family?
Do you think that Christians needearore proactive (as the Muslims are) in lobbyinggtrernment, tv
programmers and watchdogs over the ishaésoncern us as parents, citizens and as the peddpte?



