Ephesians Chapter 2 verses 1 —10

Background Detail :-
One of the issues that Paul is dealing with in thigdés two main corruption's of the Gospel that hexigounding The
first is that the Jewish teachers are wanting to saytllea¢ is a righteous in the law and that obediendeetdewish law
and religious duty are the prerequisites for anyone whivesito be right with God. Salvation is not down to sonagical
substance called grace, but is down to works of obediemtiee law. The secondcorruption of the Gospel of Grace came
from within the church itself and is linked with the dmpment of Gnosticism within the church. There wasaup in
the early church, influenced by Greek Philosophy, whiele that once the spirit of a person was savedydtg was an
irrelevance and therefore could be ignored, or its lnstsiged without there being an affect on salvation. g&ide of
this, some of this group also taught that Christiansdcimdulge their sinful lusts and appetites, because such laplses
give the grace of God more room to display its glory.
Discuss — What spiritual state do you think people are ibefore they become a Christian?

What do you think are the consequenctsthem being in this state, both now and in eternity?

Do you think most Christians would admit that this was he state, they were in before they were saved?
Read —Ephesians 2 v 1- 3
In Paul’'s understanding of humanity we see that themduadamental link between sin and death. Many timéssin
letters he declares that sin and death are two sidhe shme coin. This coin is the life of the Idstverse 1 we see how
he declares that people live in a state of spiritualhdeatause of the sins and trespasses they comstisTHis
understanding of those who have not responded to Jesasebléhem as the walking dead, who are lost to God and
enslaved to sin and death.
Paul’s view of the state of the Lost
Point 1 —Under Spiritual powers of evil. (verse 2)
Human life is seen as under the malicious influenceioftsal powers / elementary Spirits. These spiritsugatrmorality,
set up a sinful heart to society (structural sin) amtiigpeople to the Good News that is found in Chilike prince of
the power of the airis a title that is given to Satan, who is descrit®the ruler of demonic agenfghe Spirit now at
work — refers to the evil effects in a human being / andespcof alienation from God and the hardness to thpejdbat
results. People follow the pattern of Satan in thdteawas proud and disobeyed God so we also are proud andydisobe
God.
Point 2 —Dominated by lusts and sins from within (verse 3)
For Paul, even though we may not manifest some ahtire obvious evils of the flesh, we are still ensthto sinful
desires and lusts that influence our behavior and attitiRdes sees the person without Christ, as someonéswieoy
much dominated by these internal lusts and desires.
Point 3 —Under God’s Wrath ( 3)
At the end of this verse we see how Paul sees tligyrafdbeing lost as a condition that human beingshbara into. It is
the natural condition of fallen humanity that we ar¢hie above condition and therefore as a result undgudicial
condemnation of God.
Discuss -How does it make you feel, that even the so called goopl@paround you are in this spiritual condition?

What do you think our response shoulich belation to the different bondage that the lostl fihemselves in?
Read — verses 4 — 6
In this chapter which is very much about the before a&ter reality of the human condition we see thatkehepivotal
verse is verse 4. Here we see that God’s mercy aeddimes not leave mankind to perish without the hopestdnagion,
but takes it upon Himself to instigate a plan of salvatithrough the giving of His Son at Calvary and the pafine
resurrection we have been included into Christ and shaoenmon inheritance with Him. Through personahfait
Christ our condition becomes that of the redeemed.
Discuss -How does it make you feel to know that even though Godtlnesffended one, He is the one who took the

initiative, and gave His Son for oalvation?

What does this tell us about God anddesre to save the lost.

In light of God’s desire, what do ybink our response should be in reaching out to the lost?
Read — verses 7 — 10
In this final section Paul brings correction to boflihe arguments that we looked at, at the start ofélssion in regard
to the corruption of the gospel. He makes it clear bttt the mechanism of salvation, His Son, and thegssoof
salvation, being Born Again, are in fact down to thecpsses of God. The entire process rests in the lo&@isl and
cannot be added to by man. No person is allowed toibatgrto their own salvation — so that no-one carstbdée
highlights for us the complete inability of man to hefsave himself. It is simply by grace alone and b falone that a
man is saved. This corrects the confused teachingdfeivs. However he goes on to say that we are Hiswemship
(Poiema) This means made by Him, His product, His design, mademénaso that we can produce good works to glorify
Him. A genuine sign of God’s saving work within us is avgtoin the Spirit’s work, taking us on the journey of
sanctification. Therefore as a person who has besigrie by God, molded by His Spirit, we will not submit badies to
the sins and corruption of the old life. Righteous, andairliving is a genuine hallmark of a real conversigpegience.
Discuss -n light of the teaching found here do you think a personremain the same once they have come to Christ?



