ISCOVERY Leaders Notes — Session 3
Course

Finding out more TitIe:WhO lS JeSUS?

about the Christian faith
Recap:Last Week we looked at:

Problems of what is wrong in the world and why thersuffering.
How choosing to go our own way and the things we do waahggally separate us from God.

At the heart of the Christian faith is a relatioipshith Jesus — So today we are going to spend some time
together looking at “who is Jesus.”

When you look at Jesus one thing is clear he has ma@dssive impact on our world:-
Many nations lawbave been shaped by the teaching of the bible.

Qur calendais set by His birth.

Every mairreligion feels it has to say something about Jesus.

His birth and death — are two main holidays we celebrate.

Billions of people believe in hitoday and say that they have a personal relationstiiphmn.
His name isised as a swear word....

DisScusS— What do you know / think about Jesus and who do you thirg?he

Teaching point 1 :- “ Jesus a man of history”

Many people when they think about Jesus put him alongsiitental characters like Winnie the Pooh, or
Santa Claus. Yet historians have proven without dowahtXdsus did indeed exist within human history / that
he is a historical figure. Jesus far from being a madayip has more evidence to prove conclusively his
existence then almost any other ancient histofignate. In fact today you can go to modern Israel andisze
historical sites of where Jesus lived, ministered, distirose again.

Christian Evidence for Jesus’ existence:

There are more then 5,300 known ancient Greek manuscripts New Testament. Altogether there are
24,000 ancient manuscripts testifying to the historicasfatJesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. &his
more historical documentation for who Jesus was, iledived and what he did then almost any other figure
in ancient human history.

Non-biblical evidence for the historical Jesus:

Roman historian — called Cornelius Tacitus -Born AD 52 — 54 writing in the time of Nero about Jesus and
the early Christians:-

“ But Nero falsely laid the guilt of the fire of Roma the persons commonly called Christians. Christus the
founder was put to death by Pontius Pilate, Procuratdudda in the reign of Tiberius.

Jewish Historian — Flavius Josephus — Born AD 37

“ At this time there was a wise man called Jesus. Asdonduit was good and he was known to be a
virtuous. Many people from the Jews and other natiocarbe his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be
crucified and die. His disciples reported that he appeardeeio three days after his crucifixion and that he
was alive; accordingly he was perhaps the Messiah nangevho the prophets have spoken about.”

In many other non Christian sources Jesus is spoker abd the details of his life are given substantial
concrete historical evidence — as to make them fact.

The Encyclopaedia Britannicasays this about the independent secular accounts ofafdsagareth:-

“ These independent accounts prove in ancient timestaeespponents of Christianity never doubted the
historicity of Jesus. This has been disputed for teetiime, but onnadequate groundsby several authors at
the end of the 18th, 19th and at the beginning of the 20threes.”

Continued Next Page......



